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Description 

This invention relates to the control of the speed of 
an electrically driven door on a motor vehicle. 

Electrically driven doors on a vehicle are generally 
known. For example, it is known to provide an electri- 
cally powered sliding door for a van in which the door is 
opened and closed by operation of an electric motor. 
The motor torque required to open or close the door typ- 
ically varies with door position and vehicle inclination. 
For example, if the vehicle is stopped in a downhill head- 
ing, the gravity assist reduces the torque required by the 
motor to close the door. On the other hand, additional 
torque is required to close the door if the vehicle is on 
an uphill heading. If the motor is sized to close the door 
when the vehicle is on an uphill heading, application of 
full motor torque to close the door when on a downhill 
heading will result in a higher door speed. 

It is therefore desirable to provide for the control of 
the speed of the door movement so as to compensate 
for vehicle inclination and other factors that may affect 
door movement. 

It is the general object of the present invention to 
provide an improved powered door closure method for 
a vehicle that regulates the speed of operation of the 
door. 

A vehicle door control method in accordance with 
the present invention is characterised by the features 
specified in Claim t . 

In a general form of the present invention, a motor 
is controlled to regulate the speed of the door whose 
movement and speed are monitored. The motor control 
voltage is incrementally adjusted in direction to reduce 
a sensed speed error only if the door has moved a re- 
quired distance while the door speed has been contin- 
uously outside of the desired speed range since the last 
incremental adjustment to the control voltage. This pro- 
vides for smooth control of door speed while permitting 
the degree of aggressiveness in control to be adjusted 
by the selection of the required movement of the door. 

In one preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
required distance of door movement while the door 
speed is continuously too slow may be larger than the 
required distance of door movement while the door 
speed is continuously too fast. This results in a more 
aggressive control of door speed in response to an ex- 
cessive speed versus the control in response to a speed 
that is too slow. Further, by making the minimum update 
period a function of the door movement, a desirable 
more aggressive reduction in a sensed excessive speed 
is inherent since the faster the door, the quicker the re- 
quired distance of door movement occurs. 

The present invention will now be described, by way 
of example, with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a vehicle interior 
showing the general arrangement of a sliding door 



with a power door operating mechanism; 

Figure 2 is an exploded view of the door operating 

mechanism; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken through the ap- 
5 paratus of Figures 1 and 2, parts of which are bro- 
ken away and in section; 

Figure 4 is a view of a door latch in the mechanism 
of Figure 1; 

Figures 5 and 6 are mixed block/circuit diagrams of 
10 a controller for the power door closing mechanism 
of Figures 1 to 4; 

Figure 7 is a graphical representation of a LATCH 
signal generated by the apparatus of Figures 4 to 6; 
Figure 8 is a circuit diagram of electrical power sup- 
15 ply apparatus for the controller of Figures 5 and 6; 
and 

Figures 9 to 1 6 are flow diagrams illustrating the op- 
eration of the controller of Figures 5 and 6. 

Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of a van type 
motor vehicle body 1 0 in which a door 1 2 is mounted for 
fore and aft sliding movement. An arm 14 reaches in- 
board at the bottom of the door 12 and carries a roller 
which rides in a lower track 16 concealed beneath a floor 
18. As best seen in Figure 2, an upper arm 22 reaches 
inboard from the door 1 2 and carries rollers 24, 26, and 
28 which roll in an upper track 30 mounted on the side 
of the body 10. Figure 1 shows the door 12 in an open 
position. Forward sliding movement of the door 1 2 is en- 
abled by the travel of the door mounted rollers within 
lower track 1 6 and upper track 30. Each of these tracks 
16,30 is curved inwardly at the forward end thereof, as 
shown in Figure 2 at 32 with respect to upper track 30, 
so that the door 12 glides inwardly to close the door 
opening as the door reaches a fully closed position. A 
sealing weatherstrip 34 is carried on the door 12 and 
compresses against the body 1 0 when the door reaches 
the closed position. A door latch 36 is carried by the door 
1 2 and latches with a striker 37 mounted on body 10 to 
latch door 12 in the closed position. Door latch 36 and 
striker 37 are shown in greater detail in Figure 4. 

As seen in Figure 4, door latch 36 includes a hous- 
ing 38 having a throat 40 which captures striker 37 as 
the door 12 approaches its closed position. A fork bolt 
42 is mounted on the housing 38 by a pivot 44. The entry 
of the striker 37 into the throat 40 causes the fork bolt 
42 to rotate clockwise to a secondary latched position 
in which a detent 48 mounted on the housing 38 by a 
pivot 50 has a detent tooth 52 which engages a latch 
hook 54 of fork bolt 42. As the detent tooth 52 rides up, 
over and down latch hook 54 into secondary latch, the 
resulting rotation of the detent 48 - first clockwise, then 
counterclockwise - causes a follower 62 of an electrical 
latch switch 60 to be moved first inwardly to change the 
state of latch switch 60 from open to closed and then 
outwardly again to change the state of the latch switch 
60 from closed back to open. 

Further closing movement of the door 1 2 from sec- 
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ondary latch causes further movement of the striker 37 
to the right in Figure 4 within the throat 40. This causes 
further clockwise rotation of the fork bolt 42 into a pri- 
mary latch position in which the detent tooth 52 engages 
a primary hook 55 of the fork bolt 42 and the door 12 is 
fully closed with compression of sealing weatherstrip 34. 
As the detent tooth 52 rides up, over and down primary 
hook 55 into primary latch, the resulting rotation of the 
detent 48 - first clockwise, then counterclockwise - once 
again causes the follower 62 of latch switch 60 to be 
moved first inwardly to^ change the state of the latch 
switch 60 from open to closed and then outwardly again 
to change the state of the latch switch 60 from closed 
back to open. 

Referring to Figures 2 and 3, the motor drive mech- 
anism generally indicated at 70 is shown. A cable 72 
has an end 75 connected to door arm 22. Cable 72 ex- 
tends through the curved forward end 32 of the track 30 
and is threaded through grommets 73 and into a guide 
sleeve 74 mounted on the side wall of the vehicle body 
10 as shown in Figure 1 . The guide sleeve 74 carries a 
pulley 76 mounted on axle 78 and a pulley 80 mounted 
on axle 82 which route cable 72 rearwardly to a first reel 
84 which may be rotated in the clockwise direction to 
wind-up the cable 72 and thereby pull the door 12 for- 
wardly towards the closed position. 

A cable 88 has an end 90 connected to door arm 
22 and extends through the track 30 and around a pulley 
94 mounted on axle 95 to route the cable 88 to a second 
reel 96 which may be rotated counterclockwise to wind 
the cable 80 and thereby pull the door 12 rearwardly for 
opening. 

The reels 84 and 96 are mounted on the body 10 
via a mounting bracket 98 bolted to the body and having 
a spindle 100 staked thereto. A drive gear 1 02 is seated 
on the spindle 100. Reel 84 is rotatably supported on 
drive gear 102. Reel 96 rests atop reel 84 and rotatably 
seats on spindle 100. A housing 106 is suspended from 
beneath the bracket 98 and supports an electric motor 
108 which drives a pinion gear 110 seated upon a sta- 
tionary spindle 1 1 2 staked to the bracket 98. An electro- 
magnetic clutch assembly 114 is seated on spindle 112 
and has an input gear, not shown, which meshes with 
pinion gear 110 and an output gear 116 which meshes 
with internal gear teeth 120 carried on the drive gear 
102. Output gear 116 carries a slotted disc 122 which 
underlies a stationary sensor 124. 

A lost motion drive connection is provided between 
drive gear 102 and reel 84. The lost motion connection 
includes a drive lug 1 26 carried by drive gear 1 02, as 
seen in Figure 2, and a complementary drive lug 128, 
which is carried by reel 84, as seen in Figure 3. A lost 
motion connection is also provided between drive gear 
102 and reel 96. A drive lug 132 is carried on the upper 
face of drive gear 102, as seen in Figure 2, and is en- 
gageable with a complementary drive lug 134 carried 
on pulley 96 as seen in Figure 3. 

As seen in Figures 2 and 3, a tension retaining 



spring 140 is a coil spring and is seated in an annular 
opening in reels 84 and 96. An upper spring end 142 is 
anchored on reel 96 and a lower spring end 144 is an- 
chored on reel 84. Tension retaining spring 140 acts to 
5 urge reel 96 in the counterclockwise winding direction 
and urge reel 84 in the opposite clockwise cable winding 
direction so that cables 72 and 88 are maintained in ten- 
sion at ail times. 

As best seen in Figures 2 and 3, reel 84 has a large 
diameter portion 150 which has a spiral cable groove 
1 56 and a small diameter portion 1 58 which has a spiral 
cable groove 160. A ramp groove 162 connects large 
diameter cable groove 156 with small diameter cable 
groove 160. The end of the cable 72 is anchored on the 
outer diameter portion of the reel 84. 

Furthermore, as seen in Figures 2 and 3, reel 96 is 
constructed similarly to reel 84 and has a large diameter 
portion 170 with spiral cable groove 172 and a small di- 
ameter portion 174 with a spiral cable groove 176. A 
ramp groove 180 connects large diameter cable groove 
1 72 and small diameter cable groove 1 76. As shown in 
Figure 2, the end of the cable 88 is attached to the reel 
96 on the small diameter portion 174. As best seen in 
Figure 2, a cover 186 is installed over reels 84 and 96 
and is retained by a nut 1 88. The cable 88 exits the hous- 
ing 86 through a grommet 1 90 supported by outlet 1 92. 

In the drawings, the door 12 is shown in the fully 
open position. The cable 88 is fully wound up on the reel 
96. The cable 72 is fully unwound from the reel 84. The 
tension retaining spring 140 acts between the reels 84 
and 96 urging reel 96 counterclockwise and urging reel 
84 clockwise so that the cables 72 and 88 are both re- 
tained in tension. 

When a vehicle user wishes to close the door 12, 
an electrical circuit, to be described herein, is activated 
to energise the drive gear 102 via the motor 108, pinion 
gear 110, electromagnetic clutch 114, and output gear 
116. Clockwise rotation of drive gear 102 will cause its 
drive lug 126 to engage the complementary drive lug 
128 of reel 84 and rotate reel 84 in the clockwise direc- 
tion to wind up the cable 72, which in turn pulls the door 
12 forward toward to the closed position. The cabie 72 
is progressively wound upon spiral groove 156 of large 
diameter portion 170 of reel 84. As the door 12 nears 
the closed position, the cable 72 traverses ramp groove 
1 62; and further rotation of the reel 84 causes the cable 
72 to be wound in the cable groove 176 of the small di- 
ameter portion 174 of the reel 84. 

Accordingly, the winding of the cable 72 on large 
diameter portion 170 of reel 84 provides a low force/ 
speed relationship between the motor 1 08 and the door 
1 2 over the greater range of travel away from the closed 
position. As the door 1 2 approaches the closed position, 
the winding of the cable 72 on small diameter portion 
1 74 provides a higher force/speed relationship between 
motor the 1 08 and the door 1 2 to generate a higher clos- 
ing force to overcome the opposing force of members 
such as the weatherstrip 34 which engage the door 12 
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as it approaches the closed position. 

It will be understood that the forward movement of 
the door 12 extracts the cable 86 from the reel 96 against 
the bias of tension retaining spring 140. Tension retain- 
ing spring 1 40 acts between the two reels 84,96 so that s 
the spring works to constantly maintain a predetermined 
level of tension in the cable 88 as it is unwound from the 
reel 96. 

In a similar manner, door opening is obtained by first 
unlatching and then by activating the motor 108 in the 10 
door opening direction and activating the electromag- 
netic clutch 1 1 4 so that the motor 1 08 drives drive gear 
1 02 in the counterclockwise direction. The drive lug 1 32 
of the drive gear 102 engages the drive lug 134 of the 
pulley 96 to drive that pulley in the counterclockwise di- is 
rection and thus wind the cable 88 thereon. The cable 
88 thus pulls the door 12 in the opening direction. 

Referring to Figures 5 and 6, a programmed digital 
processor 205 may be, for example, a Motorola (R) 
MC68HC05C4, which comprises a single chip micro- *o 
processor including CPU, RAM, ROM and I/O appara- 
tus. Standard connections for an external crystal, watch- 
dog circuit, etc. are not shown, as they will be well known 
to those using such processors; however, input and out- 
put connections specific to this system are shown and 25 
identified, with inputs in Figure 5 and outputs in Figure 6. 

Referring specifically to Figure 5, an ON/OFF 
switch 210 provides a binary INHIBIT input signal to 
processor 205. The ON/OFF switch may be located con- 
veniently to a vehicle operator and its INHIBIT signal is 30 
used to enable or inhibit operation of the powered door 
operating apparatus via a toggle switch (TOG SW) 211 , 
which provides a binary input signal TOGGLE to proc- 
essor 205. Toggle switch 211 may be located within the 
vehicle near the door 1 2 conveniently to one desiring to 35 
open the door 1 2 from inside the vehicle. Alternatively, 
or in addition, a toggle switch 211 may be located con- 
veniently to a vehicle operator. The TOGGLE input is 
used to initiate powered operation of the door 12 in ei- 
ther the open or close directions or, in some circum- 40 
stances, to reverse door direction under the control of 
an operator. A RECEIVER 212 receives a remote door 
opening or closing signal from a transmitter outside the 
vehicle by infrared, electromagnetic or other radiation 
and generates a binary REMOTE input to processor 205 45 
which is used similarly to the TOGGLE input, except that 
it is not affected by the I NHI BIT signal. Examples of such 
remote opening systems are well known in the art; and 
RECEIVER 21 2 may include known decoding means for 
use in generation of the REMOTE signal. . 50 

Processor 205 includes an interrupt IRQ input 
which, when it receives a predetermined voltage 
change, generates an interrupt request within the proc- 
essor 205. At least one use of such a request in this 
system is to "wake up" the processor 205 to its full func- ss 
tion from a "sleep 0 state in which many system functions 
are suspended to save power, etc. when door closing is 
not desired. Toggle switch 211 and RECEIVER 212 are 



each connected to the IRQ input, through isolating di- 
odes 206 and 208 respectively, so as to initiate such a 
■wake up" of the system upon the activation of either. 

A transmission switch (TRANS SW) 215 provides a 
binary PARK input to the processor 205 to indicate when 
the vehicle transmission is in a mode providing no vehi- 
cle movement, such as the park condition of a standard 
vehicle automatic transmission. The PARK signal is 
used to allow powered door operation when the vehicle 
is not moving and prevent such operation in the opening 
direction when the vehicle is moving or potentially mov- 
ing. An ignition switch (IGN SW) 216 provides a binary 
IGN signal to the processor 205 to indicate the ignition 
switch condition. A LATCH input provides signals to the 
processor 205 which can be interpreted to indicate the 
status of the latch 36 of the door 12. The LATCH input 
is also connected through an isolating diode 207 to the 
IRQ input to provide a "wake up" function when the latch 
36 of the door 12 changes its latch condition. The origin 
and interpretation of the LATCH input will be described 
at later points in this description. A PLUNGER input to 
the processor 205 provides a binary indication of contact 
between electrical contacts in the main portion of the 
vehicle body 10 and the door 12. 

Sensor 1 24 is provided with an internal light source 
(LT) 225 which provides light under the control of a sig- 
nal SENSPOWR, which is obtained from the processor 
205 as shown in Figure 6. The sensor 124 further com- 
prises two light sensors 226 (OP1) and 227 (OP2) ar- 
ranged with the light source 225 and a rotatabie slotted 
disk 122 (Figure 2) in a standard quadrature detector 
arrangement so that, for example, if the slotted disk 
comprises alternating solid and open sections of equal 
arc, while the sensor 226 is in the middle of a solid sec- 
tion, the sensor 227 is on the border between solid and 
open sections. Such an arrangement provides signals 
which can be interpreted to sense rotational speed (or 
position) and direction. The sensor 124 is mounted in a 
stationary manner; and the slotted disk 122 is rotated 
by the door driving output gear 116 of the clutch 114. 

The light sensor 226 is connected through a series 
resistor 230 (4.7K) to an inverting buffer 231, with a re- 
sistor 232 (1 00K) and capacitor 233 (1 OOpF) connected 
in parallel to ground from the input of buffer 231 . Like- 
wise, the light sensor 227 is connected through a series 
resistor 235 (4.7K) to an inverting buffer 236, with a re- 
sistor 237 (100K) and capacitor 238 (100pF) connected 
in parallel to ground from the input of buffer 236. The 
output of the buffer 231 provides a SENSOR1 input to 
the processor 205 and is connected directly to the CLK 
input of a flip-flop 240 and through an inverting buffer 

241 to the CLK input of a flip-flop 242. Although not 
shown, the R and S inputs of flip-flops 240 and 242 are 
grounded. The output of the buffer 236 is connected to 
the D inputs of the flip-flops 240 and 242. The Q output 
of the flip-flop 240 provides an input SENSOR2 to the 
processor 205; while the NOTQ output of the flip-flop 

242 provides an input SENSOR3 to the processor 205. 
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SENSOR 1 provides a pulse signal which can be inter- 
preted by the processor 205 to indicate rotational posi- 
tion, and therefore speed, of the motor drive mechanism 
70 when the clutch is engaged or to indicate manual 
door movement when the clutch is not engaged, s 
SENSOR2 and SENSOR3 provide pulse signals indi- 
cating movement direction with greater resolution than 
that provided by a single direction signal, so that direc- 
tion reversal can be sensed sooner. 

Referring to Figure 6, the SENSPOWR signal which io 
controls the light source 225 in Figure 5 is generated as 
a binary output of the processor 205. In addition, a 
DOOR AJAR signal is generated by the processor 205 
when the door 12 is out of primary latch position. This 
signal can be used, if desired, to activate a door ajar is 
lamp or similar warning signal. 

A PWM output from the processor 205 is used to 
control a 50 amp power FET 250. The binary PWM sig- 
nal is connected through a resistor 251 (1 K) to the gate 
of FET 250 and through a resistor 252 (1 OK) to ground. 20 
The source of FET 250 is grounded and its gate is pro- 
tected by a 5.1 volt Zener diode 253 connected to 
ground. 

The drain of FET 250 is further connected to the 
normally closed contact 255 of a relay 256 having an 25 
armature 257, a normally open contact 25B connected 
to voltage B+, and an activating coil 259. The armature 
257 of the relay 256 is connected through the armature 
circuit of electric motor 1 08 to an armature 261 of a relay 
262 having a grounded normally closed contact 263, a 30 
normally open contact 264 connected to voltage B+, and 
an activating coil 265. A protective Zener diode 266 is 
connected between the armature 261 of the relay 262 
and normally closed contact 255 of the relay 256. 

An activating circuit for the relay 256 comprises an 35 
NPN transistor 268 having a grounded emitter, a base 
receiving a binary OPEN output signal through a resistor 
269 (470 ohm) from the processor 205 and a collector 
connected through activating coil 259 to voltage +12. 
The activating circuit further comprises a resistor 270 40 
(680 ohm) from the base of transistor 268 to ground and 
a freewheeling diode 271 across activating coil 259. 
Likewise, an activating circuit for the relay 262 compris- 
es an NPN transistor 274 having a grounded emitter, a 
base receiving a binary CLOSE output signal through a *s 
resistor 275 (470 ohm) from the processor 205 and a 
collector connected through activating coil 265 to volt- 
age +12. This activating circuit further comprises a re- 
sistor 276 (680 ohm) from the base of transistor 274 to 
ground and a freewheeling diode 277 across activating so 
coil 265. 

A high OPEN output of the processor 205 will acti- 
vate the relay 256 to provide current at +1 2 volts through 
the armature 257, the armature of drive motor 108 and 
the relay 262 to drive the motor 1 08 in the door opening ss 
direction (however, the door 12 is driven only when the 
clutch is activated, as described below). Alternatively, 
with the relay 262 activated by the CLOSE signal from 



the processor 205, the motor 1 08 is connected in series 
with voltage B+ and FET 250. The processor 205 may 
thus control the motor 108 in the door closing direction 
by its PWM output: providing continuous or, alternative- 
ly, pulse width modulated control. 

The clutch 114 is electromagneticalry actuated and 
includes an actuating coil 280, which is connected be- 
tween ground and an armature 281 of a relay 282. A 
freewheeling diode 279 is connected across coil 280. 
The relay 282 further comprises a normally closed con- 
tact 283, a normally open contact 284 connected to volt- 
age B+ and an activating coil 285 with a parallel free- 
wheeling diode 286. An activating circuit for the relay 
282 comprises an NPN transistor 287 having a ground- 
ed emitter and a base connected to a CLUTCH output 
of the processor 205 through a resistor 288 (470 ohm) 
and to ground through a resistor 289 (680 ohm). Acti- 
vating coil 285 is connected between the collector of the 
transistor 287 and voltage B+. The CLUTCH output of 
the processor 205 activates the clutch 114 through the 
circuit described above. 

An UNLATCH output of the processor 205 is con- 
nected through a resistor 290 (470 ohm) to the base of 
an NPN transistor 291 having a grounded emitter and a 
resistor 292 (680 ohm) connected from its base to 
ground. The collector of the transistor 291 is connected 
to voltage B+ through the activating coil 293 of a relay 
294 and a parallel freewheeling diode 295. Relay 294 
further comprises a normally open contact 296 connect- 
ed to voltage B+, a normally closed contact 297 con- 
nected through a resistor 298 (470 ohm) to the armature 
281 of the relay 282, and an armature 299. Relay 294 
is used to control an electrically powered unlatching 
mechanism for the latch apparatus 36. 

Latch apparatus 36, as previously described, is lo- 
cated in the movable door 12; however, there is no 
source of electric power in the door 12. Therefore, elec- 
tric power and communication is provided to the door 
1 2 only in its closed position. A set of five stationary elec- 
trical contacts 300a - 300e are disposed in the door 
frame of the body 1 0 for contact by a set of five spring- 
loaded, plunger-type electrical contacts 301a - 301 e on 
door 1 2. Plunger contacts 301 a - 301 e are each aligned 
to contact the corresponding one of stationary contacts 
300a - 300e as the door 1 2 nears its closed position; 
and each compresses against its internal spring force 
as the door 12 fully closes. Stationary contact 300a is 
connected to the armature 299 of the relay 294; and sta- 
tionary contact 300b is connected to ground. In the door 
12, an unlatch motor 302, which activates the unlatch 
mechanism, is connected between plunger contacts 
301a and 301b. Latch switch 60 is connected between 
plunger contact 301 c and the junction of plunger contact 
301b and unlatch motor 302. The door 12 may also in- 
clude a power lock apparatus with an unlock motor 303 
connected between plunger contacts 301 d and 301 e 
and with a LOCK CONTROL apparatus 304 in the body 
10 connected to stationary contacts 300d and 300e. 
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Stationary contact 300c is connected through line 
309 (continued in Figure 5), resistor 310 (100K) and in- 
verting buffer 311 to the LATCH input of the processor 
205. Stationary contact 300c is further connected 
through a resistor 312 (470 ohm) to voltage BAT, and s 
through a capacitor 31 3 (220pF) to ground. A capacitor 
314 (0.0 1uF) is connected to ground from the input of 
the inverting buffer 311. The plunger contacts 301a - 
301 e are engaged with the stationary contacts 300a - 
300e throughout a small range of movement of the door 
12 adjacent its closed position which includes both sec- 
ondary and primary latch. Latch apparatus 36 is shown 
in Figure 4; and the latch switch signal is shown in Figure 
7, in which the signal voltage trace represents the volt- 
age of the LATCH signal provided to the processor 205 
as a function of the position of the door 1 2. As the door 
12 closes, after the plunger contacts make contact with 
the stationary contacts, latch switch 60 closes and reo- 
pens as the door 12 enters secondary latch position, as 
described with reference to Figure 4. With reference to 
Figure 7 and assuming the door 12 is being closed, the 
closing of the latch switch 60 caused by latch hook 54 
produces rising edge 325a and the opening of the switch 
60 as the door 12 reaches secondary latch produces 
falling edge 325b. With further closure, the closing of the 
latch switch 60 caused by the primary hook 55 produces 
rising edge 325c; and the opening of the switch 60 as 
the door 1 2 reaches primary latch produces falling edge 
325d. Thus, a binary LATCH signal is provided to the 
processor 205 to indicate, when the door 12 is near its 
closed position, the movements of the latch apparatus 
36 which activate the switch 60, from which the latch 
status may be interpreted. This status may be a region 
before secondary latch represented by the high voltage 
level between the edges 325a and 325b, secondary 
latch represented by the low voltage level between the 
edges 325b and 325c, a region before primary latch rep- 
resented by the high voltage level between the edges 
325c and 325d, or primary latch represented by the low 
voltage level subsequent to the edge 325d. 

In order to determine when the plunger contacts 
301 a - 301 e are in contact with stationary contacts 300a 
- 300e, the PLUNGER input to the processor 205 is gen- 
erated by the following circuitry. Normally closed contact 
297 of the relay 294 in Figure 6 is connected through 
line 31 5 (continued in Figure 5), resistor 316 (100K) and 
inverting buffer 317 to the PLUNGER input of the proc- 
essor 205. A resistor 318 (180K) and capacitor 319 
(0.01 uJ) are connected in parallel to ground from the 
input of the inverting buffer 317; and a capacitor 320 
(220pF) is connected from line 315 to ground. 

In operation, as the door 12 is closing, the clutch 
apparatus 1 1 4 is activated by the relay 282; and line 31 5 
is thus connected to voltage B+ through resistor 298 and 
armature 281 and normally open contact 284 of the relay 
282. Before plunger contacts 301a and 301b contact 
stationary contacts 300a and 300b, ahigh voltage is pro- 
vided on line 31 5. When these plunger contacts and sta- 



tionary contacts engage, however, line 31 5 is connected 
to ground through normally closed contact 297 and the 
armature 299 of the relay 294, contacts 300a and 301a, 
unlatch motor 302, and contacts . 301b and 300b. The 
470 ohm resistance of the resistor 298 is much greater 
than the internal armature resistance of the unlatch mo- 
tor 302; and this resistance allows the voltage on line 
31 5 to fall near ground while it prevents the unlatch mo- 
tor 302 from being activated by the relay 282. Thus the 
PLUNGER signal changes to indicate plunger contact. 
Although stationary contact 300a could be connected 
directly to resistor 298, the connection through relay 294 
as shown is preferred, since, when the unlatch motor 
302 is activated during door opening, the PLUNGER line 
is disconnected from the unlatch circuit to avoid con- 
ducting noise from the unlatch motor 302 to the proces- 
sor 205. 

Figure 8 shows power supply apparatus for gener- 
ating the various voltages used in the apparatus of Fig- 
ures 5 and 6. A standard vehicle electrical power sys- 
tem, including alternator, voltage regulator, etc., is rep- 
resented by battery 330 having a grounded terminal and 
a hot terminal. The hot terminal of battery 330 is con- 
nected by a significantly long, heavy gauge wire 331 to 
a terminal B+, to which all parts of the circuits in this 
description labelled B+ are connected. This terminal is 
used to supply the heavy power needs of motors, the 
clutch coil, etc. Voltage B+ is the standard vehicle volt- 
age - nominally 12 volts - dropped slightly when heavy 
currents are flowing through the wire 331. A similarly 
long but lighter gauge wire 332 connects the hot terminal 
of battery 330 to a terminal labelled BAT. The voltage 
on terminal BAT is also derived directly from the stand- 
ard vehicle supply voltage of the battery 330 but is not 
as much affected by the motor and clutch actuating cur- 
rents through the wire 331. A diode connects terminal 
BAT to a terminal +1 2, which provides the same voltage 
as BAT but with reverse voltage protection. This voltage 
is used to prevent damage to the electronic components 
if the battery 330 is connected backward to the system. 
Finally, the +12 terminal is connected through a stand- 
ard solid state voltage regulator circuit 334 to a terminal 
labelled +5, from which a regulated 5 volts is obtained 
for solid state electronic circuit components such as in- 
verting buffers. 

The operation of the digital processor 205 for con- 
trolling movement of the door 12 in accordance with this 
invention is illustrated in Figures 9 to 16. The digital 
processor 205 has stored therein the instructions nec- 
essary to implement the routines embodied in Figures 
9 to 16. The instructions are executed in a step-by-step 
manner by the digital processor 205 in accordance with 
general practice in software execution. 

Referring now to Figure 9, a Timer routine executed 
by the digital processor for timing various functions and 
for keeping track of the position of the door 12 is illus- 
trated. This routine is repeatedly executed at a constant 
time interval such as 250 microseconds. The routine is 
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entered at point 350 and then determines at step 352 if 
the motor control is in a PWM mode (verses a continu- 
ous mode) where the drive motor 108 is being variably 
controlled by pulse width modulation of the applied volt- 
age through the FET 250. As will be described, the mo- 
tor 108 is energised by a pulse width modulated voltage 
signal at a controlled duty cycle for controlling the speed 
of the door 12 when the door is being powered closed 
by the motor 1 08. This duty cycle value for speed control 
is used for adapting a stall time to the motor torque. As- 
suming a PWM operating mode, the routine then pro- 
ceeds to control the FET 250 to establish the desired 
duty cycle. The desired duty cycle is established by con- 
trolling the on and off times of the FET for each period 
of the PWM signal. The timing for the FET 250 on and 
off times to establish the desired PWM duty cycle begins 
at step 354 where the routine determines whether the 
FET 250 is currently on or off. If ON the routine deter- 
mines at step 356 if the FET 250 has been on the re- 
quired period based on a FET timer count value. If the 
timer count value indicates the FET has been on the re- 
quired time, it is turned off and the FET timer cleared at 
step 358. Returning to step 354, if the FET 250 is off, a 
step 360 determines if the FET has been off for the re- 
quired time. Assuming the FET 250 has been off the re- 
quired duration, the FET is turned on and the FET timer 
cleared at step 362. If either step 356 or 360 determines 
that the duration of the on or off state of the FET has not 
achieved the desired value dictated by the desired duty 
cycle, the FET timer timing the on and off duration of the 
duty cycle signal is incremented at step 364. 

The remainder of the Timer routine relates to mon- 
itoring the door movement based upon the output of the 
position sensor 124. This portion of the routine is pref- 
erably only executed every other interrupt interval of the 
Timer routine. If this condition is not satisfied as deter- 
mined at step 366, the program exits the routine. Oth- 
erwise, the program reads the state of the SENSOR1 
signal output of the sensor 124 at step 368. Step 370 
then determines if the state of the SENSOR1 signal has 
changed since the last time the SENSOR1 signal state 
was last sampled. Assuming the SENSOR 1 signal has 
not changed states, a pulse time count is incremented 
at step 372 for measuring the period PTIM of the 
SENSOR1 signal and therefore the rotational speed of 
the slotted disk 122. The period PTIM of the SENSOR1 
signal is representative of the speed of movement of the 
door 12 and each SENSOR1 signal generated repre- 
sents a predetermined distance of door movement. The 
stall time determined from the duty cycle of the PWM 
signal is related to the period PTIM as will be described. 

Returning to step 370, if the state of the SENSOR1 
signal has changed since last read, the direction of ro- 
tation of the sensor and therefore direction of movement 
of the door 12 is determined. This is accomplished via 
steps 374-378 which determines the direction of move- 
ment of the door on any edge of the SENSOR1 signal. 
A door closing condition is indicated and door closing 



flags are set at step 380 if the SENSOR1 signal is a logic 
1 state and the SENSOR2 signal is a logic 0 state or if 
the SENSOR1 signal is a logic 0 state while the 
SENSOR3 signal is a logic 1 state. Similarly, a door 
5 opening condition is indicated and door opening flags 
set at step 382 if the SENSOR1 signal is a logic 1 state 
and the SENSOR2 signal is a logic 1 state or if the 
SENSOR1 signal is a logic 0 state and the SENSOR3 
signal is a logic 0 state. Based upon the determined 
opening or closing of the door 1 2 represented by the flag 
set at either step 380 or 382, a count value DOORP rep- 
resenting the position of the door 1 2 between its opened 
and closed position referenced to a door closed position 
is decremented or incremented at the respective step 
384 or 386. 

At step 388, a count value CNT2 is incremented 
which represents the amount of door movement since 
the power movement of the door 12 was last initiated. 
In this respect, the count value CNT2 is reset upon the 
initiation of any power movement of the door 12! Step 
390 then sets a door moving flag to indicate the door 1 2 
is moving. Since this flag is based upon a change in the 
state of the signal SENSOR1 , it is set either when the 
door 12 is being power moved by operation of the motor 
108 or by manual movement of the door which back 
drives the rotor of the position sensor 1 24 which gener- 
ates the sensor pulses previously described. 

Steps 392 and 394 along with step 372 provide for 
the determination of the period of the SENSOR1 signal 
representing the speed of the door 1 2. This process be- 
gins at step 392 which determines if the SENSOR1 sig- 
nal is a logic 1. If not, the pulse time count PTIM is in- 
cremented at step 372. However, when the sensor sig- 
nal first becomes a logic 1 , the pulse time count is saved 
and the pulse time count PTIM is reset to begin timing 
the next period of the SENSOR1 signal. Thereafter and 
until the SENSOR1 signal again becomes a LOGIC1, 
step 372 functions to increment the pulse time count to 
time the period of the SENSOR1 signal. The pulse time 
PTIM saved at step 394 is a direct measurement of door 
speed and has a value inversely proportional thereto. 
Following step 372 or step 394, the program exits the 
Timer routine. 

A main executive routine for controlling the opera- 
tion of the door 12 is illustrated in Figure 10. This routine 
is continually repeated until a sleep condition is indicat- 
ed. 

The main executive routine is entered at step 398 
and then executes a routine 400 for reading and de- 
bouncing the state of the various bi-level input signals 
illustrated in Figure 5. These signals include INHIBIT, 
PARK, IGN, PLUNGER, TOGGLE, REMOTE, IRQ, and 
LATCH. This routine also provides for debouncing the 
signals by requiring a predetermined period with an ab- 
sence of a state change in order to be considered a valid 
state. The state of these debounced signals are then 
stored in random access memory. 

Next, a diagnostic routine 402 is executed to deter- 
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mine the validity of the states of the various signals read 
and stored at step 400. Further, step 402 determines 
whether or not the door 1 2 is in a stopped condition. This 
may be based, for example, on a predetermined high 
value of the SENSOR1 signal period PTIM. If this con- 
dition is sensed, the door moving flag is cleared to indi- 
cate a stopped condition of the door and the position 
DOORP of the door determined by the timer routine of 
Figure 9 is stored to store the stopped door position. 

The main executive routine next executes a Set 
Control Flags routine 404 which establishes the initial 
parameters for door opening or door closing and which 
further determines the status of the latching mechanism 
of Figure 4 as the door is closed. This routine will be 
described in detail in reference to Figure 11. 

A Start Power Move routine 406 is then executed 
to initiate power movement of the door 12 in response 
to an operator initiated input via the toggle switch 211 
or the receiver 212 or in response to manual movement 
of the door. This routine will be described in detail in ref- 
erence to Figure 1 2. 

A Power Control Move routine 406 is then executed 
to control the power movement of the door 12 initiated 
by the start power move routine 406. In general, this rou- 
tine provides for power control of the door including con- 
trol in response to a TOGGLE signal state change, the 
REMOTE signal from the receiver 21 2, the door encoun- 
tering an obstruction, the door reaching a full open or 
closed position and a manual movement of the door. 
This routine will be described in detail in reference to 
Figure 1 3. 

The main executive next executes a Start PWM rou- 
tine 410 which determines if conditions are present for 
controlling the speed of the door via pulse width modu- 
lation of the motor 108 voltage. In general, when the 
door speed becomes excessive or when the door reach- 
es a predetermined position, pulse width modulation of 
the energization of the motor 108 at a controlled duty 
cycle is initiated by the routine 410 for speed control. 
This routine is illustrated in detail in Figure 14. 

An Update PWM routine 41 2 is next executed which 
establishes the duty cycle of the pulse width modulated 
signal initiated by the start PWM routine 41 0. In general, 
this routine provides for control of the speed of the door 
12 in various stages as will be described in detail in ref- 
erence to Figure 15. 

Next, an Update Stall Time routine 414 is executed 
to determine a value of the period PTIM of the sensor 
signal SENSOR1 that represents a stall condition of the 
motor 108 in response to the door encountering an ob- 
struction load resistance. This stall time is utilised in the 
Control Power Move routine 408 to determine whether 
or not to reverse or stop power movement of the door 
in response to an obstruction. The Update Stall Time 
routine 414 is illustrated in detail in Figure 16. 

Step 416 then determines whether or not the com- 
puter is to enter into a sleep mode where certain system 
functions are suspended to save power. For example, if 



the door is fully closed and there has been a lack of input 
switch activity for a predetermined period of time, step 
416 inters into the sleep mode. The system may then 
be wakened in response to a sensed activity of input 
5 switches. The main executive is repeated if conditions 
for a sleep mode are not sensed. 

Referring to Figure 11, the Set Control Flags routine 
is illustrated for initiating the power opening or closing 
of the door 12 and for monitoring the condition of the 
latching mechanism of Figure 4. This routine is entered 
at step 450 and proceeds to step 452 where it deter- 
mines if there have been any changes in the state of the 
switch inputs read and stored at step 401 . If there have 
been no changes, the program exits the routine. If there 
has been a switch change, the routine determines if the 
power operation of the door should be inhibited based 
upon the vehicle transmission gear. Power operation of 
the door is inhibited unless the vehicle transmission is 
in park. If the transmission is not in park, an inhibit door 
open flag is set at step 456. Other criteria for inhibiting 
powered door operation may be employed. For exam- 
ple, if there is an invalid ignition state indicating a dis- 
connected wire or a blown fuse, the inhibit flag may be 
set at step 456 to inhibit power door operation. 

Next the routine determines if a door close flag or a 
door open flag should be set to initiate power movement 
of the door 12. In general, if a step 458 determines that 
the TOGGLE signal has changed states indicating an 
operator initiated input for power door operation and the 
INHIBIT signal is not active indicating the manual switch 
210 is not actuated to inhibit power door operation, the 
door open flag is set if the door is in a latch position or 
the door position is less than a calibration value DP1, 
which may be the position at which the door track curves 
inwardly as the door closes as viewed in Figure 1 , or if 
the door position is unknown. These conditions are 
sensed by steps 462-466, respectively. If none of those 
conditions exists, the door close flag is set at step 458 
to provide for power door closing. Otherwise, the door 
open flag is set at step 470 to provide for power door 
opening. 

If step 458 does not sense either a change in the 
TOGGLE signal or the REMOTE signal from the receiv- 
er 21 2 or if step 460 senses the INHIBIT signal is active, 
steps 468 and 470 controlling the state of the door close 
and door open flags are bypassed. 

The routine next determines at step 472 if the door 
is closing and not in the primary latch position. If the door 
is unlatching, or opening or the latch is in primary latch, 
door open conditions are set at step 474. However, if 
the door is closing and not in primary latch the routine 
proceeds to execute a series of steps for monitoring the 
progression of the latch mechanism as the door is 
closed toward the primary latch position. The progres- 
sion is monitored by monitoring the LATCH signal con- 
trolled by the state of the latch switch 60. The LATCH 
signal is illustrated in Figure 7 as the door is closed to 
primary latch position. The routine determines when the 
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door enters the before secondary latch region repre- 
sented by the edge 325a, enters the secondary latch 
region represented by the trailing edge 325b, enters the 
before primary latch region represented by the leading 
edge 325c and enters the primary latch represented by s 
the trailing edge 325d. 

First the routine determines at step 476 if the door - 
has entered the before secondary latch region repre- 
sented by the state of a before secondary flag. If this 
flag is not set indicating the door has not reached the io 
before secondary latch region, the routine proceeds to 
step 478 to determines if the LATCH signal is high. If 
not, the program exits the routine. If however, the 
LATCH signal is high indicating the leading edge 325a 
has just occurred, the before secondary region flag is 1$ 
set at step 480 to indicate the door has reached the be- 
fore secondary latch region. Thereafter the program ex- 
its the routine. Once the before secondary latch region 
flag is set, the routine then senses when the door has 
reached the secondary latch position via steps 482-486. 20 
Step 482 determines if the secondary latch flag is set 
indicating the door has already reached the secondary 
latch region. Assuming it has not, step 484 determines 
if the LATCH signal has been low for a predetermined 
number of door position counts, such as 2 thereby as- 25 
suring validity of the LATCH signal state, indicating entry 
into the secondary latch region, if not, the program exits 
the routine. When it is determined that the LATCH signal 
has been low for 2 door position counts indicating the 
occurrence of the trailing edge 325b of Figure 7 has oc- 30 
curred, the secondary latch flag is set at step 486 to in- 
dicate the door is in secondary latch position. Thereaf- 
ter, the program exits the routine. When the secondary 
latch flag has been set, the program then senses when 
the door has reached the before primary latch region via 35 
steps 488-492. Step 488 determines if the before prima- 
ry flag is set indicating the door has already reached the 
before primary latch region. If not, the routine deter- 
mines at step 470 if the LATCH signal has gone from a 
low state to a high state indicating the door has reached 40 
the before primary latch region. If not, the program exits 
the routine. However, when step 490 first detects a high 
state of the LATCH signal has gone high represented 
by the leading edge 325c of Figure 7, the before primary 
flag is set at step 492 to indicate the door has reached 4S 
the before primary latch region. Thereafter, the routine 
senses when the door has attained primary latch via 
steps 494 and 496. Step 494 determines if the LATCH 
signal has been low for at least one door position count 
thereby assuring validity of the LATCH signal state. If so 
not, the program exits the routine. However, when the 
LATCH signal has been low for a period of one door po- 
sition count indicating the occurrence of the trailing edge 
325d of Figure 7, the primary latch flag is set at step 496 
to indicate the door has reached primary latch. There- 55 
after, the program exits the routine. In the foregoing 
manner, steps 476-496 monitor the progression of the 
door as it is closing to progressively indicate the sequen- 



tial latch conditions until such time the door has entered 
into primary latch. 

Next the routine executes the Start Power Move 
routine to initiate power movement of the door 12. In 
general, power door movement is initiated in response 
. to the door close flag or the door open flag being set in 
Figure 11 or in response to a sensed manual movement 
of the door at which time power movement is initiated in 
the direction of manual movement. 

The Start Power Move routine is entered at step 500 
and then proceeds to determine if power movement of 
the door is enabled. A disabled condition is represented 
by (A) the INHIBIT signal in response to actuation of the 
on-off switch 210 to the off position, (B) in response to 
a diagnostic routine indicating a fault condition, or (C) if 
power movement of the door has already been initiated. 
If power move is disabled, the program exits the routine. 
However, if power movement of the door is enabled, the 
routine then determines if power movement should be 
initiated and if so, proceeds to initiate the power move- 
ment of the door. 

It will first be assumed that the door is closed in the 
primary latch position and power movement has not yet 
been initiated. Assuming these conditions and begin- 
ning at step 504, the routine determines if an unlatching 
flag has been set. Being initially reset, a step 506 deter- 
mines if the door is moving. This condition is represent- 
ed by the door moving flag controlled in the Timer routine 
at step 390. Assuming initially that the door 12 is not 
moving, the routine proceeds to a step 508 where the 
state of the door close flag is sampled. This flag was 
previously described in respect to Figure 11 and is set 
when the conditions are sensed for initiating a power 
closing of the door. Since the door was assumed closed 
so that this flag is not set, the routine proceeds to step 
510 to determine if the door open flag is set. Again, this 
flag is controlled via the routine of Figure 11 and is set 
when the conditions are indicated for initiating a power 
opening of the door 12. If this flag is reset, the program 
exits the routine and power movement is not initiated. 

Assuming now the operator activates the toggle 
switch 21 1 or operates the receiver 21 2 to initiate power 
movement of the door 12, the resulting set condition of 
the door open flag is sensed at step 510. Step 51 2 then 
determines if power opening of the door is to be inhibit- 
ed. An inhibited condition may be indicated, for exam- 
ple, in response to a diagnostic fault condition or the 
transmission being out of a park position. If inhibited, 
the door position DOORP determined in the Timer rou- 
tine of Figure 9 is stored in a stop position memory lo- 
cation in the processor 205. Thereafter the program ex- 
its the routine. However, if power opening is not inhibit- 
ed, a step 516 sets the unlatching flag and clears the 
door open flag that initiated power movement of the 
door. 

The routine then initiates unlatching of the door, 
waits for a time period to allow the unlatch motor 302 to 
complete the unlatch function and initiates power move- 
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ment of the door. This begins at step 51 6 where a delay 
timer is set to a delay period representing the time al- 
lowed for the unlatch motor 302 to unlatch the door. The 
UNLATCH signal is then set to an active state at step 
520 to energise the unlatch motor 302 which rotates the 
detent 52 to release the striker 37 to unlatch the door 
1 2. Thereafter and directly from step 504 during subse- 
quent executions of the Start Power Move routine, a 
step 522 determines if power door opening of is to be 
inhibited based on the same criteria utilised at step 51 2. 
If power door opening is inhibited, the stop position is 
stored in memory at step 524 as previously described 
in relation to step 514. 

Returning to step 522 and assuming power door 
opening is not inhibited, step 526 determines if the time 
delay initialised at step 518 has expired. If not, the pro- 
gram exits the routine. However, when the time delay 
has expired indicating adequate time for the unlatch 
function to be completed, step 528 determines if the 
door is in the latch area. This is represented by the active 
state of the PLUNGER signal resulting from engage- 
ment of the contacts 300a and 301a. If the PLUNGER 
signal is not active or a step 530 indicates the latch 
switch 60 is closed (LATCH signal active) indicating the 
detent 52 has been rotated to release the fork bolt 42, 
power opening is initiated beginning at step 532 by en- 
ergising the open relay 256 of Figure 6 to energise the 
motor 108 for opening the door 12. Step 532 also sets 
a power open flag and clears the unlatch flag previously 
set at step 516. 

So that the value of DOORP controlled in the Timer 
routine of Figure 9 indicates the absolute position of the 
door relative to the closed position, the routine provides 
for clearing DOORP prior to the first power opening of 
the door. This function is accomplished beginning at 
step 534 where an opened once flag is sampled to de- 
termine whether or not DOORP has already been initial- 
ised. If the flag is in a cleared state, a step 536 sets the 
opened once flag after which the door position count 
DOORP is cleared at step 538 to provide correspond- 
ence between DOORP and actual door position. Steps 
536 and 538 are bypassed via step 534 during subse- 
quent executions of the routine. 

The routine then continues to initiate power door 
opening. A step 540 sets the CLUTCH signal high to 
energise the clutch 114 which engages the motor 108 
drive to power the door open by rotating the pulley 96. 
Thereafter at step 542, the count CNT2 incremented at 
step 3B8 in the timer routine of Figure 9 is reset and the 
door moving flag is set. The clearing of the count CNT2 
provides for monitoring the distance the door 12 is 
moved during the power move. At the next step 544, the 
door open and close flags controlled via the Set Control 
Flags routine of Figure 11 are cleared. Initiation of power 
door opening is now complete and the program exits the 
routine. Once power door opening has been initiated, 
the Start Power Move routine is then bypassed via step 
502. 



Returning to step 530, if the unlatch time has ex- 
pired during which unlatching should occur step (526), 
the door is still in the latch area (step 528) and the latch 
switch is not closed indicating the detent 48 has not 
s been moved by the unlatching motor 302, a no-latch 
switch flag is set at step 546 after which the stop position 
of the door is stored at step 548. 

Now assuming the condition wherein the door 12 is 
stopped and the Set Control Flags routine of Figure 11 
sets the door close flag at step 468, the Start Power 
Move routine proceeds as previously described via 
steps 502-506 to step 508 where the set state of the 
door close flag is sensed. When sensed, the routine pro- 
ceeds to initiate power closing of the door 12 beginning 
at step 550 where the CLOSE signal is set high to en- 
ergise the close relay 262 of Figure 6 and the FET 250 
is turned on to energise the motor 108 in direction for 
closing the door 12. Additionally, a door closing flag is 
set. Thereafter, the clutch 114 is energised at step 540 
as previously described to engage the motor drive to be- 
gin driving the door in the closing direction. Step 542 
and 544 are then executed as previously described. In- 
itiation of power door closing is now complete and the 
program exits the routine. Thereafter the Start Power 
Move Routine is bypassed via step 502. 

The foregoing describes the initiation of power 
movement in response to the actuation of the toggle 
switch 211 or upon a remote command to the receiver 
212. However, power movement of the door is also ini- 
tiated in response to manual movement of the door. 
When manual movement is sensed, the routine initiates 
power movement of the door 12 in the direction of the 
manual movement to complete opening or closing the 
door under control of the digital processor 205. 

The manual to power move is provided by the Start 
Power Move routine of Figure 12 which senses a door 
movement while the door is otherwise not being power 
moved by operation of the motor 108 and initiates power 
movement in the direction of the detected movement to 
complete the manually initiated door movement. In the 
preferred form to be described, the manual to power 
movement is initiated only when the door is manually 
moved a predetermined distance. This allows some 
movement of the door, such as resulting from a vehicle 
passenger entering or exiting the vehicle that uses the 
door for assist, without initiating power movement. Be- 
cause the door movement is based on the SENSOR1 
signal from the sensor 124, the number of SENSOR1 
signals representing the predetermined distance before 
power movement is initiated is greater when the cable 
72 is being wound on the small diameter of the pulleys 
84 and 86 versus the number of counts when the cable 
72 is being wound on the large diameter portion. 

Manual movement of the door is sensed by the Start 
Power Move routine via steps 502-506. Recalling that 
one of the conditions of step 502 enabling start of power 
movement is that the door is not already being power 
moved, a door movement represented by the door mov- 
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ing flag (set by step 390, Figure 9) sensed via step 506 
represents a manual movement of the door. When this 
condition is sensed, the routine proceeds to step 552 to 
determine if the door is in the latch area represented by 
the high state of the PLUNGER signal when the door 1 2 5 
is close to a position wherein contacts 300a and 301a 
are engaged, if this condition exists, power movement 
of the door is not initiated in response to a sensed move- 
ment of the door and the program exits the routine. How- 
ever, if the door 12 is not in the latch area, the routine 
determines at step 554 if the door has moved the re- 
quired number K1 of door position counts from the last 
stopped door position representing the required dis- 
tance of door movement when the cable 72 is being 
wound on the large diameter of the pulleys 84 and 96 to 
initiate power movement. If the door has not been 
moved this distance, the program exits the routine and 
power movement of the door is not initiated. However, 
if the door has been moved the number of position 
counts K1 , a step 556 determines if the cable 72 is being 
wound on the small diameter portion of the reels 84 and 
96 as represented by a door position DOORP less than 
position DP1 . If the door position is equal to or greater 
than DP1 , the door has moved the required number of 
counts to initiate power door operation. If the door posi- 
tion is less than DP1 indicating the cable is being wound 
on the small diameter of the reels 84 and 96, the routine 
determines via step 557 if the door has moved the re- 
quired number K2 of door position counts from the last 
door stopped position representing the required dis- 
tance of door movement. In one embodiment K1 may 
be 25 SENSOR1 signals and K2 may be 64 SENSOR1 
signals. If step 557 determines the door has not moved 
the required number of counts, the program exits the 
routine and power movement of the door is not initiated. 
However, if the door has moved the required number of 
counts K2, the door has moved the required number of 
counts to initiate power movement of the door. If steps 
554-557 determine the door has been manually moved 
the required distance to initiate power movement of the 
door, a step 558 then determines the direction of door 
movement. If the door is being manually opened, the 
routine initiates power opening of the door via steps 
512-548 as previously described. If the door is being 
manually closed, a step 560 determines if the door po- 
sition is less than DP1. In this case power movement of 
the door is not initiated if the door is being manually 
closed while the door position is already substantially 
dosed. Accordingly, if the door position is less than DP1 , 
the program exits the routine and power movement of 
the door is not initiated. However, if the door position is 
greater than DP1 , the routine proceeds to initiate power 
door closing via steps 550, 540-544 as previously de- 
scribed. 

Once a power door movement has been initiated by 
the Start Power Move routine of Figure 12, the power 
move is then controlled by the Control Power Move rou- 
tine of Figure 1 3. In general, this routine continues the 



initiated power movement until one of three things hap- 
pen: (1) the operator actuates the toggle switch 211 or 
a remote signal is received by the receiver 212, (2) the 
door reaches a fully open or closed position or (3) an 
obstructive load on the door is sensed. In response to 
these events, the routine provides for reversing the di- 
rection of the door movement or terminating the power 
move. 

The Control Power Move routine is entered at step 
600 and proceeds to sample the state of the power close 
flag at step 602.. if this flag was not set via step 532 of 
the Start Power Move routine, the state of the power 
open flag is sampled at step 604. If this flag was not 
previously set at step 550 of the Start Power Move rou- 
tine, the program exits the Power Control Move routine 
since power movement has not been initiated. 

Assuming now that the Start Power Move routine of 
Figure 12 initiated power opening of the door 12, the 
resultant set state of the power open flag is sensed at 
step 604 directing the routine to control the power move- 
ment of the door in the power opening direction. Accord- 
ingly the program then proceeds to step 606 to deter- 
mine if the routine had previously set a switch reversal 
flag in response to the actuation of the toggle switch 211 . 
Assuming initially that the switch reversal flag has not 
been set, the program proceeds to compare the time 
period PTIM representing the period of the position 
SENSOR1 signal with a stall time indicating the door en- 
countering an obstruction. This stall time is controlled 
via the Update Stall Time routine of Figure 16 to be de- 
scribed. In general, the door movement is either stopped 
or reversed in response to the period of the position sig- 
nal SENSOR1 exceeding the stall time value. Assuming 
first that step 608 determines that PTIM has not exceed- 
ed the stall time indicating the door has not encountered 
an obstruction, the program proceeds to a step 610 to 
determine if the door position DOORP is greater than a 
previously determined full open position. Assuming the 
door has not been power moved to a position greater 
than this full open position, a step 612 determines if the 
toggle switch 211 has been actuated by the vehicle op- 
erator. If not, the program exits the Control Power Move 
routine and the powered door movement continues un- 
altered. As long as the position pulse period PTIM does 
not exceed the stall time, the door position does not ex- 
ceed the full open position or the operator has not actu- 
ated the toggle switch 211, the foregoing steps are re- 
peated so that power opening of the door 1 2 initiated by 
the start power move routine of Figure 12 continues. 

Returning to step 610, it will now be assumed that 
the door position DOORP exceeds a count value repre- 
senting a full open door position. When this condition is 
sensed, power movement of the door 12 is terminated. 
This is accomplished beginning at step 614 where the 
open relay 256 is disabled to de-energise the motor 1 08. 
At step 61 6, the UNLATCH signal controlling the unlatch 
motor 302 when the door is closed to engage the plung- 
ers is reset. Thereafter, at step 618 the door open and 
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close flags controlled by the Set Control Flags routine 
of Figure 11 are cleared. Step 620 then samples the 
state of the switch reversal flag. As previously indicated, 
this flag is set in response to the actuation of the toggle 
switch 21 1 . Assuming that the toggle switch was not ac- s 
tuated and the switch reversal flag is cleared, the power 
close flag is sampled at step 622 to determine whether 
a power close flag has been set to reverse direction of 
the door 1 2. Assuming the power close flag has not been 
set, the power open flag is reset at step 624 and the 
door position DOORP is stored as the stop door position 
at step 626. 

If the door is being powered open for the first time 
since the vehicle was put in service, a step 628 saves 
the door position DOORP as the full open position. 
Thereafter, this step is bypassed and the routine pro- 
ceeds directly to step 630 where the termination of pow- 
er movement of the door is completed by de-energising 
the clutch 114 by setting the CLUTCH signal low. 

It will now be assumed that the vehicle operator ac- 
tuates the toggle switch 211 while the door is being pow- 
ered in an opening direction. In general, actuation of the 
toggle switch 211 functions to reverse direction of the 
door after expiration of a predetermined reverse delay 
time. Preferably, reversal of the door is inhibited, how- 
ever, if the door position is greater than one-half open. 
If this condition exist, power opening of the door is con- 
tinued and the system does not respond to the actuation 
of the toggle switch; This condition is sensed at step 
632, after operation of the toggle switch is sensed at 
step 612, where the routine compares the door position 
DOORP with a value representing one-half open posi- 
tion. If the door position is greater than this value, the 
program exits the routine and power opening of the door 
is continued. However, if the door position is less than 
one-half open or alternatively any time the toggle switch 
is actuated while the door is being powered open, the 
program executes a step 634 where a reverse delay tim- 
er is set to a predetermined calibrated value. Further, 
the switch reversal flag is set indicating the actuation of 
the toggle switch. 

During the delay period represented by the reverse 
delay timer, the power opening of the door 12 is termi- 
nated and power closing initiated only upon expiration 
of the time delay. Essentially, the door simply "coasts 0 
during the delay period. The termination of the power 
opening is accomplished via steps 614-618 previously 
described wherein the open relay 256 is de-energised 
to de-energise of the drive motor 1 08. Since the reversal 
flag was set at step 634, the routine proceeds from step 
620 to a step 636 which determines if the reverse delay 
has expired. Since this delay was just set, the program 
directly exits the routine. Thereafter, the routine pro- 
ceeds directly from step 606 in response to the set con- 
dition of the switch reversal flag to the step 636 to de- 
termine whether or not the reverse delay has expired. 
These steps are repeatedly executed with each execu- 
tion of the Control Power Move routine until such time 
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that the reverse delay has expired. When step 636 de- 
termines the reverse delay has expired, the routine pro- 
ceeds to complete the power reversal by initiating power 
closing of the door 12, This begins at step 638 where 
the power close flag is set, the power open flag is 
cleared, the switch reversal flag is cleared and various 
door movement conditions are reset. These conditions 
include resetting the count CNT2 incremented at step 
388 of the timer routine of Figure 9 and which represents 
the powered movement of the door and the stall time is 
set to a calibrated value. This stall time will be modified 
as will be described in the Update Stall Time routine of 
Figure 16. 

Next at step 640, the close relay 262 is energised, 
the clutch 11 4 is energised and the field effect transistor 
250 is turned on to energise the motor 108 to power the 
door in a closing direction. Thereafter, the program exits 
the routine via step 622 in response to the power close 
flag set at step 638, the switch reversal flag sampled at 
step 620 having also been cleared at step 638. During 
subsequent executions of the Control Power Move rou- 
tine of Figure 13, power movement in the closing direc- 
tion is controlled as will be described. 

Returning now to step 608, it will be assumed that 
as the door is being powered open, the door encounters 
a resistance such that the period of the position pulses 
SENSOR1 suddenly increases to a time exceeding the 
stall time indicating the door has encountered an ob- 
struction. In response to this condition, the routine takes 
one of two actions. The first action is to reverse the di- 
rection of powered movement of the door to move the 
door away from the obstruction. The other action is to 
terminate power movement of the door 12. Preferably, 
powered movement of the door is reversed and the door 
is powered closed if (1) the door is more than one-half 
way open, (2) the door is not further open than the rear 
detent which functions to hold the door open when the 
door is un powered, and (3) the door has not already re- 
versed once in response to the door encountering an 
obstruction. These conditions are sensed by step 642. 
if all of these conditions exist, the routine proceeds to a 
step 644 where a door reverse once flag is set to indicate 
that power movement of the door has been reversed 
once in response to a sensed stall condition. Thereafter, 
steps 638, 640, and 614-618 are executed to initiate 
powered closing of the door. The program exits the rou- 
tine via step 622 as previously described. 

Returning to step 642, if any one of the foregoing 
conditions exists for inhibiting power reversal of the 
door, the steps 638 and 640 providing for power closing 
of the door 12 are bypassed. Accordingly, the power 
closing flag is not set and the switch reversal flag is not 
cleared via step 638 so that steps 614-618 and steps 
624-630 are executed as previously described to termi- 
nate powered movement of the door 12. 

Returning to step 602, when the power close flag is 
in a set condition, the routine proceeds to control the 
power movement of the door 12 in the closing direction. 
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This flag may have been set in the Start Power Move 
routine of Figure 12 or in response to a reversal of di- 
rection of the door under control of the Control Power 
Move routine of this figure. 

The control of the power movement in the closing s 
direction begins at a step 646 where the state of the 
switch reversal flag is sampled. As previously described 
in relation to the control of the power movement in the 
open direction, this flag will be set in response to the 
actuation of the toggle switch by the operator for revers- 
ingthe door direction. In this embodiment, while the door 
is being powered close, the routine will respond to the 
actuation of the toggle switch 211 to reverse the power 
direction of the door only if the door has attained sec- 
ondary latch position represented by the set state of the 
secondary latch flag controlled by the Set Control Flags 
routine of Figure 11 or if a stall condition is sensed as 
represented by the period PTIM of the SENSOR1 signal 
exceeding the stall time. These conditions are sensed 
by steps 648 and 650, respectively. If step 648 indicates 
the door has attained secondary latch position or if step 
650 indicates that the period of the sensor signal 
SENSOR1 does not represent a stall condition, the state 
of the toggle switch is sampled at step 652. Assuming 
the operator has not actuated the toggle switch 211 , the 
routine determines if the door has been completely pow- 
ered closed represented by a set condition of the prima- 
ry iatch flag controlled by the Set Control Flags routine 
of Figure 11. If the door has not been fully powered 
closed, the program exits the routine. 

The foregoing steps 646-654 are continually re- 
peated assuming the conditions do not change until 
such time that the door has been powered to a fully 
closed position and the primary latch flag is set indicat- 
ing the fully closed position. When this condition is 
sensed, the program proceeds to terminate power 
movement of the door This begins at step 656 where 
the close relay 262 is de-energised and the door open 
and close flags controlled in the Set Control Flags rou- 
tine of Figure 11 are cleared. A step 658 then samples 
the state of the switch reversal flag. This flag is in a reset 
condition so that the program then samples the state of 
the power open flag at step 660. Again, this flag is in a 
reset condition so that the routine proceeds to de-ener- 
gise the clutch 11 4 at step 662, store the count value of 
DOORP as the stopped position of the door at step 664 
and at step 666 turns off the field effect transistor 250 
and clears the power closed flag. Thereafter, the pro- 
gram exits the routine. The foregoing steps provide for 
the normal procedure wherein the door is powered 
closed until it obtains a fully latched position wherein the 
power movement of the door is terminated. 

Assuming now the condition wherein the vehicle op- 
erator actuates the toggle switch 211 while the door is 
being powered closed, the actuated condition of the 
switch is sensed at step 652. The routine then proceeds 
to a v step 668 where the reverse delayed timer is set to 
a predetermined time delay and the switch reversal flag 



is set. The delay timer provides for a delay in the reversal 
of the door in the same manner as set forth in regard to 
the control of the power opening movement previously 
described. During this time period, power closing of the 
door is terminated. This is provided by the step 656 
which de-energises the close relay 262 to remove power 
from the drive motor 108. Step 658 then senses the set 
state of the reversal flag (having been set at step 668) 
after which a step 670 determines whether or not the 
reverse delay timer has expired. If not, the program exits 
the routine. Thereafter, step 670 is executed directly 
from step 646 in response to the sensed set state of the 
switch reversal flag. 

Until such time that the reversal delay timer has ex- 
pired, the routine repeatedly executes step 602, 646 and 
670 after which the program exits the routine. When step 
670 senses the expiration of the reverse delay, reversal 
of the power movement of the door is enabled and pow- 
er opening of the door is initiated. This begins at a step 
672 where the power open flag is set, the power close 
flag is reset and the switch reversal flag is cleared. 
Thereafter, the latch flags controlled by the Set Control 
Flags routine of Figure 11 are cleared at step 674. A 
step 676 then turns off the field effect transistor 250, en- 
ergises the open relay 256 to energise the motor in di- 
rection for power opening the door 12, and energises 
the clutch 1 1 4 to couple the motor output for driving the 
door. A step 678 then energises the unlatch motor 302 
to assure the door is fully unlatched to enable power 
opening. Thereafter the door movement conditions are 
reset as done as step 638 previously described. 

During subsequent executions of the Control Power 
Move routine, the control of the power opening is pro- 
vided as previously described in response to the set 
condition of the power open flag sensed by step 604. 

Assuming now that while the door is being powered 
closed, an obstruction is encountered by the door there- 
by slowing the door speed such that the period of the 
sensor signal SENSOR1 suddenly increases 1o a value 
greater than the stall time. This condition is sensed at 
step 650 so that the routine proceeds then to a step 682 
where the routine determines if the door has previously 
reversed as a result of a prior stall condition. As previ- 
ously described in respect to the control of the power 
opening of the door, if the power movement of the door 
has previously been reversed in response to a stall con- 
dition, the occurrence of the second stall condition will 
result in the power movement of the door being termi- 
nated. However, if this is the first time that the door has 
reversed in response to a sensed stall condition, the 
power movement of the door is reversed and the door 
is then powered open. Assuming initially that step 682 
determines that this is the first time that a stall condition 
has been encountered, the program proceeds to a step 
684 where a door reverse once flag is set. Thereafter, 
the power movement of the door is reversed via the 
steps 672-680 and step 656. The routine proceeds di- 
rectly from step 660 in response to the set condition of 
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the power open flag (set at step 672) to provide for con- 
trol of the power movement in the open direction previ- 
ously described beginning at step 606. 

Returning to step 682, if the routine senses the door 
has been reversed previously in response to a sensed s 
stall condition, power movement of the door is terminat- 
ed by proceeding directly to step 656 where the close 
relay 262 is de-energised to de-energise the motor 108. 
The switch reversal flag and the power open flag are 
both in reset conditions so that the routine proceeds 
from steps 658 and 660 to execute the steps 662-666 
to complete the termination of power movement of the 
door as previously described. 

When the door reaches a predetermined position 
while being power closed or if the door speed becomes 
excessive prior to the predetermined position, the proc- 
essor 205 provides the PWM (pulse width modulated) 
control signal to the FET 250 of Figure 6 at a controlled 
duty cycle for regulating the torque output of the motor 
108 for regulating the closing speed of the door. Other- 
wise, the FET 250 is normally controlled continuously 
on in order to provide maximum motor torque output. " 
The pulse width modulated signal at the desired control- 
led duty cycle is provided by the steps 352-364 of the 
timer routine of Figure 9. The desired duty cycle is es- 
tablished by the Start PWM and Update PWM routines 
of Figures 14 and 15. 

As will become apparent in reference to the Update 
Stall Time routine of Figure 16, the pulse width modula- 
tion of the motor 1 08 at a controlled duty cycle to estab- 
lish a constant door speed enables the determination of 
a stall time adapted to the torque output of the motor 
108 so as to achieve desired reversal load characteris- 
tics when the door encounters an obstructive load. 

The Start PWM routine of Figure 14 is entered at 
point 700 and proceeds to a step 702 where the state 
of the power close flag is sampled. As previously indi- 
cated, pulse width modulation of the voltage applied to 
the motor 108 is only provided while the door is being 
powered closed. Accordingly, if this flag is not set, the 
program exits the Start PWM routine. However, if step 
702 indicates the door is being powered closed, a step 
704 senses the condition of the secondary latch flag 
controlled by the Set Control Flags routine of Figure 11 . 
If the door is in secondary latch indicated by a set con- 
dition of the secondary latch flag, the door is at a sub- 
stantially closed position where a higher torque is re- 
quired in order to fully close the door to the primary latch 
position. Further, at this position there is no space to 
accommodate an obstruction. Accordingly, a step 706 
turns on the FET 250 continuously to provide maximum 
motor torque and a PWM flag is reset. This flag is sam- 
pled by the Timer routine of Figure 9 at step 352 to by- 
pass duty cycle modulation of the FET 250. 

If the door has not yet reached the secondary latch 
position, the routine proceeds from step 704 to a step 
707 where the state of the PWM flag is sensed. If pulse 
width modulation of the motor has already been initiated 



by the Start PWM routine, this flag will be set and the 
program exits the routine. Otherwise, the program pro- 
ceeds to step 708 to determine if pulse width mod ulation 
of the motor voltage is to be initiated based upon the 
door attaining a predetermined position relative to the 
secondary latch position. If step 708 determines that the 
door position DOORP is within CT1 position counts of 
secondary latch position, the routine proceeds to (A) en- 
able pulse width modulated control of the FET 250 for 
pulse width modulating the voltage applied to the motor 
1 08 and (B) to establish the initial duty cycle of the pulse 
width modulated signal. 

If step 708 determines that the door has not yet at- 
tained the position relative to secondary latch position 
for initiating pulse width modulated control of the motor 
108, the routine proceeds to determine if pulse width 
modulated control should be initiated based upon door 
speed. This begins at step 710 which determines if the 
door position DOORP is within CT2 position counts of 
secondary latch position. CT2 is greater than CT1 so 
that pulse width modulation of the door may be enabled 
at an earlier point in time if the door speed becomes ex- 
cessive. If the door position DOORP is not within CT2 
position counts of secondary latch position, the program 
exits the routine. However, if within CT2 counts of sec- 
ondary position, a step 712 determines whether or not 
the door is moving too fast based upon the period PTIM 
of the SENSOR1 signal. If this period is less than a pre- 
determined calibration constant indicating the door 
moving too fast, the program proceeds to initiate duty 
cycle modulated control of the motor 108. If step 712 
determines the door is not moving at an excessive 
speed, the program exits the routine and pulse width 
modulated control of the motor is not initiated. 

If either of the conditions for initiating pulse width 
modulated control of the motor 108 exists, a duty cycle 
decrement door position DEC is set equal to the present 
door position DOORP at step 714. This door position is 
utilised in the Update PWM routine of Figure 15 to be 
described. At the next step 716, the PWM flag is set to 
indicate PWM control and the FET timer utilised in the 
Timer routine of Figure 9 at step 716 is initialised. 

An initial duty cycle of the pulse width modulated 
signal is established based upon the door speed if the 
door has been power moved by a distance great enough 
to assure reliable determination of door speed. This be- 
gins at step 718 where the count CNT2 controlled by the 
Timer routine of Figure 9 and which represents the dis- 
tance of power door movement is compared to a cali- 
bration value CT3. If the distance the door has been 
moved is not greater than this amount, the door has not 
moved a distance to assure a reliable determination of 
door speed. Accordingly, a duty cycle value for the pulse 
width modulated signal is set at step 720 to a calibration 
constant DC1 which may be an intermediate duty cycle 
such as sixty percent. However, if the door has moved 
a distance greater than CT3, the initial duty cycle is de- 
termined based upon the door speed. This begins at 
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step 722 where the door speed represented by the pe- 
riod PTIM of the SENSOR1 signal is compared with a 
calibration constant SPDHI representing a high speed 
threshold. If PTIM is less than SPDHI indicating the door 
speed is greater than the high speed threshold, the initial 5 
duty cycle of the pulse width modulated signal is set to 
a low value DCLO such as ten percent. However, if step 
722 determines the door speed is not greater than the 
high speed threshold, the period PTIM of the SENSOR1 
signal is compared with a calibration constant SPDLO 
representing a low speed threshold. If PTIM is greater 
than SPDLO indicating the door speed is less than the 
low speed threshold, the routine proceeds to a step 728 
where the initial duty cycle value of the pulse width mod- 
ulated signal is set to a high valued DCHI such as ninety 
percent. If step 726 determines that PTIM is not greater 
than SPDLO indicating the door speed is greater than 
the low speed threshold, the door speed is intermediate 
the high and low thresholds. In this case a step 730 in- 
itialises the duty cycle of the pulse width modulated sig- 
nal at a value that is a predetermined function of the 
door speed. In general, the duty cycle value varies be- 
tween DCLO and DCHI and is inversely proportional to 
the door speed between the high and low speed thresh- 
olds. 

Once one of the steps 720, 724, 728, or 730 deter- 
mines the initial duty cycle of the pulse width modulated 
signal, the routine proceeds to a step 732 where the 
present door position is stored as the last door position 
at which there has been a change in the duty cycle of 
the pulse width modulated signal. Thereafter at step 
734, the initial duty cycle value is stored in a memory 
location representing the first duty cycle value utilised 
for door speed control. Next at step 736, the required 
on and off times of the PWM signal to achieve the initial 
duty cycle is retrieved from memory as a function of the 
determined duty cycle value. These times are then uti- 
lised by the timer routine of Figure 9 for controlling the 
FET 250 on and off times to achieve the desired duty 
cycle value. Following step 736, the program exits the 
start PWM routine. 

Once pulse width modulated control of the motor 
108 is initiated, the Update PWM routine of Figure 15 
continuously adjusts the duty cycle value of the pulse 
width modulated signal to achieve the desired door 
speed characteristics. In general, the Update PWM rou- 
tine determines if the door speed is within a desired 
speed range associated with a respective door position 
range. The duty cycle of the PWM signals applied to the 
FET 250 is adjusted in direction to control the door 
speed to within the desired speed range only when the 
door position has changed a predetermined amount 
while the door speed has been continuously outside of 
the desired speed band since the last adjustment of the 
duty cycle in that direction. The predetermined amount 
of door position change while the door speed is contin- 
uously outside of the desired speed band may vary de- 
pending upon which of the speed ranges is desired and 



further may depend upon whether the speed of the door 
is too fast or too slow relative to the desired speed range. 

The Update PWM routine begins at point 8O0 and 
proceeds to a step 802 to determine if the PWM flag had 
been set by the Start PWM routine of Figure 14 initiating 
PWM control. If not, the program exits the routine. The 
duty cycle of the pulse width modulated signal may be 
updated only if the door position has changed since the 
last update as sensed at step 804. If the door position 
has not changed, the program exits the routine. Other- 
wise, the routine determines if the duty cycle of the pulse 
width modulated signal should be adjusted for door 
speed control. In the following description various door 
speed values are represented by SENSOR1 signal pe- 
riod PTIM times T1 , T2, T3, T4, T5, and T6. To illustrate 
the relationship between these times, the following val- 
ues of those times represent one embodiment: T1 = 32 
msec, T2 = 29 msec, T3 = 48 msec, T4 = 45 msec, T5 
= 56 msec, and T6 = 53 msec. 

At step 806 the door position DOORP is compared 
with the position CT1 above which pulse width modulat- 
ed control of the motor 108 is enabled only if the door 
speed was too fast. If the door position is equal to or 
greater than this position, a desired speed range for the 
door is represented by a period PTIM of the SENSOR1 
signal anywhere in the range between times T1 and T2 
where T1 represents the lower speed boundary and T2 
represents the upper speed boundary. The step 808 de- 
termines if the period of the SENSOR1 signal is greater 
than the lower speed boundary T-, indicating the door 
speed is too slow. If the door speed is too slow, the pro- 
gram proceeds to step 810 where a too slow flag is set. 
If the period PTIM of the sensor signal is equal to or less 
than the time T 1f the speed of the door is not too slow. 

Returning to step 806, if the door position DOORP 
is less than CT1 , step 81 2 determines if the door position 
DOORP is greater than the door position RAMP at which 
the cable enters the ramp groove 162 and 160 of the 
pulleys 84 and 96. If the door position is between this 
ramp position RAMP and CT1, a desired speed range 
is represented by a period of the SENSOR1 signal an- 
ywhere in the range between times T3 and T4 where T3 
represents the lower speed boundary and T4 represents 
the upper speed boundary. Accordingly, if DOORP is 
greater than RAMP, a step 81 4 compares the SENSOR 1 
signal period PTIM to the time T3 representing the low 
speed of the range. If PTIM is greater than T3, the door 
speed is too slow and the program proceeds to set the 
too slow flag at step 810. Otherwise, the door speed is 
not too slow. 

Returning to step 812, if the door position DOORP 
is equal to or less than the position at which the cable 
begins to ramp down to the smaller diameter portion of 
the pulleys 84 and 96, the desired speed range for the 
door is bounded by a low speed represented by a 
SENSOR1 signal period PTIM equal to T5 and an upper 
speed represented by a SENSOR signal period PTIM 
equal to the time T4 if the door position DOORP repre- 
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sents the cable is not being wound on the small diameter 
portion of the pulleys 84 and 96 and the time T6 is 
DOORP is equal to or less than the position at which the 
cable begins to wind on the small diameter portion of 
the pulleys. 

When the door position first enters into the range 
where the cable begins to ramp down to the smaller di- 
ameter of the pulleys as represented by step 812 first 
sensing the door position becoming equal to the ramp 
position, the duty cycle of the pulse width modulated sig- 
nal is initialised to the lowest duty cycle that was estab- 
lished throughout the travel of the door up to that posi- 
tion so as to force the motor output to be the lowest pre- 
viously established torque and to provide for a lower ob- 
structive load to initiate power reversal. This is accom- 
plished beginning at step 816 where the door position 
DOORP is compared to the position RAMP representing 
initial entry into the ramp portion of the pulleys 84 and 
96. If the door position is equal to this value, the duty 
cycle is set at step 81 8 equal to the low duty cycle stored 
by the Update PWM routine as will be described. When 
the door position moves further closed, the step B1B is 
bypassed. Accordingly, this duty cycle is set only once 
as the door is powered closed and when the door attains 
the predetermined position RAMP. 

A step 820 then sets a near closed flag after which 
the SENSOR1 signal period PTIM is compared at step 
822 with the time T5 representing the low speed thresh- 
old of the desired speed range. If PTIM is greater than 
T5, the door speed is too slow and the program pro- 
ceeds to set the too slow flag at step 810. Otherwise, 
the door speed is not too slow. 

Assuming the routine has determined that the door 
speed is too slow and the too slow flag was set at step 
81 0, the routine proceeds to step 824 where a duty cycle 
decrement door position DEC is set equal to the present 
door position DOORP. Thereafter, a difference position 
DIFFP is determined that is the difference between a 
duty cycle decrement door position INC and the present 
door position DOORP. The door position INC is the last 
door position at which either the duty cycle of the PWM 
signal was incremented or at which the door speed was 
not too slow. Therefore the value of DIFFP determined 
at step 826 is the distance the door has moved while the 
door speed was continuously too slow since the PWM 
signal was last increased. 

The program then proceeds to step 828 to deter- 
mine whether or not the spring loaded plunger contacts 
301a-301 e have engaged the stationary contacts 300a- 
300e. If the plungers have engaged, a higher resistance 
to door movement is encountered and the program pro- 
vides for a more aggressive adjustment of the duty cycle 
of the pulse width modulated signal in order to maintain 
door speed and to increase the motor torque required 
to continue movement of the door to the closed position. 

Assuming first that the plunger signal output of the 
inverter 317 is active indicating the plungers have en- 
gaged, a step 830 compares the value DIFFP to a count 



such as 2. If DIFFP is not equal to 2 indicating that since 
the duty cycle was last incremented the door has not 
moved at least two position counts while the speed has 
been continuously too slow, the program exits the rou- 

s tine. However, if DIFFP is greater than or equal to 2 in- 
dicating the door has moved at least two position counts 
while its speed was continuously too slow since the duty 
cycle of the PWM signal was last incremented, the con- 
dition for incrementing the duty cycle to increase the mo- 

10 tor torque has been met. Accordingly, a step 832 is first 
executed wherein the value of INC is reset to the present 
door position DOORP after which step 834 determines 
if the duty cycle has been incremented two levels above 
the lowest duty cycle established during the power close 

is movement. This represents a limit of the adjustment of 
the duty cycle for increasing the motor torque to control 
door speed. If the duty cycle has been incremented two 
levels, the program exits the routine. However, if the du- 
ty cycle has not been incremented for the two levels, the 

20 duty cycle is incremented at step 836 to increase the 
motor torque to increase the door speed toward the de- 
sired speed range. The duty cycle is preferably incre- 
mented in steps of five percent. Accordingly, by incre- 
menting the duty cycle at step 836, the duty cycle is ad- 

25 justed by five percent. Thereafter at step 838, the pulse 
timer on and off counts to establish the desired duty cy- 
cle are retrieved from memory as a function of the de- 
sired duty cycle. These times are utilised in the timer 
circuit for controlling the FET 250 at the desired duty 

30 cycle. 

Returning to step 828, if the plunger signal is not 
active indicating the plungers have not engaged, a step 
840 determines if the door position indicates the cable 
is being wound on the small diameter portion of the pul- 

35 leys 84 and 96. When this condition exists, the preferred 
embodiment provides for making the system less re- 
sponsive to increases in forces by requiring a greater 
distance of door movement while the speed is continu- 
ously too slow before the duty cycle is incremented. Ac- 

40 cordingly, at step 842 the difference position DIFFP 
computed at step 826 is compared with a large door 
movement of 9 counts. If the door has not moved this 
distance while the speed is too continuously slow since 
the duty cycle was last incremented, the program exits 

45 the routine. However, if DIFFP is equal to or greater than 
9, the condition is met for incrementing the duty cycle 
for increasing the motor torque and therefore door 
speed. Accordingly, the program proceeds to execute 
the steps 832-838 as previously described for incre- 

50 mentingthe duty cycle of the pulse width modulated sig- 
nal. 

Returning to step 840, if the door position DOORP 
does not indicate the cable as being wound on the small 
diameter portion of the pulieys 84 and 96, the duty cycle 
ss of the pulse width modulated signal is incremented if the 
door movement DIFFP is equal to or greater than 5. Ac- 
cordingly at step 844, the difference position DIFFP 
computed at step 826 is compared with a position 
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change equal to five counts. If the position has not 
changed this amount, the program exits the routine. 
However, if DIFFP is equal to 5 indicating the door po- 
sition has changed five counts while the door speed has 
been continuously too slow since the duty cycle was last 
incremented, the routine proceeds to execute the steps 
B32-838 previously described for incrementing the duty 
cycle of the pulse width modulated signal. 

In the foregoing manner, as long as the door speed 
remains too slow, the routine provides for adjusting the 
duty cycle in order to increase the door speed toward 
the desired speed range. It can also be seen that the 
duty cycle is representative of the motor torque required 
to maintain the door at the desired speed. 

If any one of the steps 808, 814 and B22 determine 
that the door speed is not too fast and therefore either 
within the range or too fast, the routine proceeds to a 
step 846 where the duty cycle increment door position 
INC is set equal to the current door position DOORR 
Thereafter, the routine determines whether or not the 
door speed is too fast according to the speed range as- 
sociated with the door position. This begins at step 848 
where the door position DOORP is compared with the 
position CT1 representing the position threshold utilised 
at step 806. If the door position is equal to or greater 
than CT1 , the routine compares at step 850 the period 
PTIM of the sensor signal with the time T2 representing 
the high speed threshold of the speed range. If the pe- 
riod PTIM is greater than T2, the speed is within the de- 
sired speed range and the program sets the duty cycle 
decrement position DEC equal to the current position 
DOORP at step 852 after which the program exits the 
routine. If however, the sensor signal period PTIM is not 
greater than T2, the door speed is faster than the high 
speed threshold and the program proceeds from step 
850 to a step B54 where the difference position DIFFP 
is set equal to the difference between the duty cycle dec- 
rement door position DEC and the current door position 
DOORP. This value then represents the distance the 
door has moved while the speed was continuously too 
fast since the duty cycle was last decremented. 

Returning to step 848, if the door position is less 
than CT1 , the door position DOORP is compared at step 
855 to a position representing the cable being wound 
on the small diameter of the pulleys 84 and 96. If the 
door position is greater than this position indicating the 
cable is on the ramp portion of the pulleys, the sensor 
signal period PTIM is compared at step 856 with the time 
T4 representing the high speed threshold of the speed 
range. If PTIM is greater than T4, the speed is in the 
desired speed range and the program proceeds to set 
the duty cycle decrement door position DEC equal to 
DOORP at step 858 after which the program exits the 
routine. If the sensor signal period PTIM is not greater 
than T4, the speed is too fast and the program proceeds 
to compute the difference position DIFFP at step 854 as 
previously described. 

Returning to step 855, if the door position DOORP 



indicates the cable is being wound on the small diameter 
portion of the pulleys, a step 860 determines if the sen- 
sor signal period PTIM is greater than the time T6 rep- 
resenting the high speed threshold of the speed range. 
s If the sensor, signal period PTIM is greater than T6, the 
speed is within the desired speed range and the routine 
proceeds to set the duty cycle decrement door position 
DEC equal to DOORP at step 858. However, if the pe- 
riod PTIM is not greater than T6, the value of DIFFP is 
computed at step 854 as previously described. 

If any one of the steps 850, 856 and 860 determines 
the door speed is too fast, after step 854, a step 862 
determines if the door speed has been reduced to any 
desired speed range since pulse width modulation was 
first initiated. In this respect, the system provides for ag- 
gressively decreasing the speed of the door if the door 
speed has not yet been reduced to within the desired 
speed range and further if the door has not slowed down 
by a certain predetermined amount within a predeter- 
mined door movement. Accordingly, if the door has not 
yet been controlled to within a desired speed range, a 
step 864 determines if the speed has decreased the pre- 
determined amount over the specified amount of door 
movement. If not, the difference position DIFFP is com- 
pared with a predetermined low value such as 3. If the 
door position has not changed by more than 3 counts 
since the duty cycle was last decremented while the 
speed was continuously too fast, the program exits the 
routine. However, if the difference position DIFFP is 
greater than 3 indicating the door speed has been con- 
tinuously too fast for a door movement of 3 counts since 
the duty cycle was last decremented, a step 868 sets 
the door decrement position DEC to the current position 
DOORP after which steps 870 and 878 are executed 
repeating the functions of steps 862 and 864. Since 
those conditions were previously indicated as not hav- 
ing been met, the routine proceeds then to step 880 
where the duty cycle value is compared with the lowest 
possible duty cycle value DC0, such as ten percent. If 
the duty cycle has already been decremented to this val- 
ue, the program exits the routine. Otherwise, a step 882 
decrements the duty cycle to decrease the motor torque 
output to decrease the door speed and, if the resulting 
duty cycle value is lower than the previously stored low- 
est duty cycle value, stores the new duty cycle value as 
the new low duty cycle value. Thereafter, the duty cycle 
pulse ON/OFF times are retrieved from memory as a 
function of the desired duty cycle and utilised by the Tim- 
er routine of Figure 9 to control the FET 250 at the de- 
sired duty cycle. 

Returning to step 864, if the speed has decreased 
the predetermined amount within the specified distance 
of door movement, the routine determines if the differ- 
ence position DIFFP is greaterthan 8. If not, the required 
condition for decrementing the duty cycle does not exist 
and the program exits the routine. However, if the door 
speed has been continuously too fast for over 8 position 
counts since the duty cycle was last decremented, the 
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routine proceeds to step 868 where the door decrement 
position DEC is set equal to DOORP after which step 
870 determines if the door speed has been within the 
desired speed range. Since this condition was not met 
(having initially been determined at step 862), step 878 5 
determines the required speed decrease criteria has 
been met so that the routine then proceeds to a step 
888 where Jhe current duty cycle is compared with the 
second duty cycle level DC1. This duty cycle may rep- 
resent, for example 15 percent. If the duty cycle is not 10 
greater than this value, further reduction in the duty cy- 
cle is inhibited and the program exits the routine. Oth- 
erwise, step 882 decrements the duty cycle to the next 
lower level and if lowerthan the lowest duty cycle stored, 
is stored as the new lowest value. Thereafter, the pulse is 
ON/OFF times for establishing the desired duty cycle 
are obtained from a look-up table in memory and utilised 
by the Timer routine of Figure 9 to establish the desired 
duty cycle value. 

Returning to step 862, if the door speed has been 20 
within a desired range, the duty cycle of the pulse width 
modulated signal is decremented if the door position 
changes five counts since last decremented if the door 
speed has been continuously too fast. This condition is 
sensed at step 890. If DIFFP is not greater than five, the 2s 
program exits the routine. However, if DIFFP is greater 
than five indicating the required door movement while 
the speed was continuously too high, the routine pro- 
ceeds to execute the steps 868, 870, 888, 882 and 884 
as previously described for controlling the duty cycle to 30 
establish the desired door speed. 

In the foregoing manner, the door speed is close- 
loop controlled by adjustment of the duty cycle value of 
the pulse width modulated signal to control the motor 
torque. 35 

As previously described in relation to the Control 
Power Move routine of Figure 13, power movement of 
the door is reversed to reverse door movement or if pre- 
viously reversed is terminated when the position sensor 
pulse time PTIM exceeds a stall time representing the 40 
door encountering an obstructive load. In order to keep 
the obstruction load required to initiate door reversal 
within predetermined limits while at the same time not 
reversing the power movement at an excessively low 
obstruction load resistance, the stall time utilised in the 45 
control Power Move routine of Figure 1 3 is made a pre- 
determined function of the duty cycle of the pulse width 
modulated signal of the voltage applied to the motor 
1 08. Particularly, the stall time is made inversely propor- 
tional to the motor voltage duty cycle which is in turn a so 
representation of the motor torque. Preferably, for each 
duty cycle value established by the update PWM routine 
of Figure 15, there is a corresponding stall time value 
used for detecting an obstruction load. In general, the 
stall time is reduced at higher duty cycle values such ss 
that when the motor is running under a high torque con- 
dition, the reversal load characteristics for detecting the 
obstruction load remain low. 



The update stall time routine is entered at point 900 
and proceeds to step 902 to determine if the door is be- 
ing powered moved. If not being driven by the motor 
108, the program exits the routine. If the door is being 
power moved, the stall time is updated only if a 
SENSOR1 position signal has occurred since the up- 
date stall time was last executed. If a step 904 deter- 
mines a position pulse has not occurred, the program 
exits the routine. Otherwise, an average period of the 
position sensor signal SENSOR1 is computed at step 
906, In this case, the average period of the sensor signal 
is based upon the computation of seventy-five percent 
of the previous average of the sensor signal period PTIM 
plus the last determined period of PTIM. 

The step 908 determines if the distance CNT2 of 
power door movement has exceeded a threshold CT4 
since power move was initiated. If not, the stall time is 
set equal to a constant value such as one quarter sec- 
ond at step 910. If however the door has moved at least 
a distance greater than the count CT4, a step 912 de- 
termines if the door is opening or closing. If the door is 
opening, a stall time is computed at step 914 which is 
based on the average period computed at step 906. In 
one example, the stall time is computed at this step as 
1/8(1/4*AVE)+1/4*AVE where AVE is the value comput- 
ed at step 906. If step 912 determines the door is not 
opening thereby indicating the door is being powered 
closed, a step 916 determines if the PWM flag is set in- 
dicating the motor is being variably controlled by the du- 
ty cycle modulated pulse width signal. If the PWM flag 
is not set, the stall time is computed at step 914 in the 
same manner as when the door was being power 
opened. 

If step 916 determines the PWM flag is set, a step 
918 determines the stall time offset as a function of the 
duty cycle established by the Update PWM routine of 
Figure 15. The stall time is then determined at step 920 
by summing the offset obtained via step 918 to the last 
determined position pulse period PTIM. The stall time 
offset obtained at step 918 is inversely proportional to 
the duty cycle of the pulse width modulated signal so 
that the stall time is larger for low duty cycle/low motor 
torque conditions versus high duty cycle/high motor 
torque conditions. This provides the desired result of 
providing door reversal at low obstruction load values at 
high motor torque conditions while at the same time pre- 
venting reversal of the power movement at excessively 
low obstruction load resistances at low motor torque 
conditions. 

A step 922 then determines whether or not the 
plungers have engaged represented by the active state 
of the PLUNGER signal. If the plungers have been en- 
gaged, they present a higher resistance to door move- 
ment thereby necessitating an increase in the duty cycle 
of the signal applied to the motor for maintaining door 
speed. To prevent the Control Power move routine of 
Figure 1 3 from interpreting this condition as a reversal 
condition, a step 924 increases the stall time. In one ex- 
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ample, the stall time is doubled so that the resulting slow 
down of the door when it engages the plungers is not 
interpreted by the control power move routine as an ob- 
struction load. Once the stall time is determined, a step 
926 limits the stall time to predetermined minimum and s 
maximum values alter which the program exits the rou- 
tine. 

Attention is drawn to our patent application nos. EP- 
A-0 625 815 (MJD/H-1 67633) and EP-A-0 625 625 
(MJD/H-167459), filed the same day as the present ap- 
plication. 



Claims 

1 . A vehicle door control method for a door controller 
including an electric drive means (108,70) and a 
power source (205,262,250) for supplying a pulse 
width modulated control voltage at a controlled duty 
cycle to the electric drive means for energising the 
electric drive means to drive a vehicle door (12) to 
a closed position, the electric drive means having a 
torque output varying in direct relationship to the 
controlled duty cycle, the method comprising the 
steps of sensing (124,205,390) door movement; 
sensing (124,205,372,394) door speed; determin- 
ing (205,826) a distance of sensed door movement 
while the sensed door speed is continuously less 
than a desired speed since a last increase in the 
controlled duty cycle; determining (205,854) a dis- 
tance of sensed door movement while the sensed 
door speed is continuously greater than the desired 
speed since a last decrease in the controlled duty 
cycle; increasing (205,836) the controlled duty cy- 
cle to increase the torque output of the electric drive 
means to increase door speed when the determined 
distance of sensed door movement while the 
sensed door speed is continuously less than the de- 
sired speed since a last increase in the controlled 
duty cycle exceeds a first predetermined distance; 
and decreasing (205,682) the controlled duty cycle 
to decrease the torque output of the electric drive 
means to decrease door speed when the deter- 
mined distance of sensed door movement while the 
sensed door speed is continuously greater than the 
desired speed since a last decrease in the control- 
led duty cycle exceeds a second predetermined dis- 
tance, whereby the door speed is controlled to the 
desired speed. 

2. A vehicle door control method as claimed in Claim 
1 , wherein the first predetermined distance is great- 
er than the second predetermined distance, where- 
by the conditions for increasing door speed are 
more restrictive than the conditions for decreasing 
door speed. 



Patentanspruche 

1. Ein Fahrzeugtursteuerungsverfahren fur eine Tur- 
steuereinrichtung mit einem elektrischen Antriebs- 
mittel (108, 70) und einer Leistungsquelle (205, 
262, 250), die dem elektrischen Antriebsmittel eine 
pulsbreitenmodulierte Steuerspannung bei einem 
gesteuerten Tastverhaltnis zuf Qhrt, urn das elektri- 
sche Antriebsmittel zu erregen undsomit eine Fahr- 
zeugtur (12) in eine geschlossene Position anzu- 
treiben, wobei das elektrische Antriebsmittel einen 
Drehmomentausgang aufweist, der in direkter Be- 
ziehung zu dem gesteuerten Tastverhaltnis variiert, 
und wobei das Verfahren die Schritte umfaBt, daB 
eine Turbewegung wahrgenommen wird (124, 205, 
390); daB eine Turgeschwindigkeit wahrgenommen 
wird (124, 205, 372, 394); daB eine Distanz der 
wahrgenommenen Turbewegung bestimmt wird 
(205, 826), wahrend die wahrgenommene Turge- 
schwindigkeit kontinuierlich geringer als eine ge- 
wQnschte Geschwindigkeit seit einer letzten Erho- 
hung des gesteuerten Tastverhaltnisses ist; daB ei- 
ne Distanz der wahrgenommenen Turbewegung 
bestimmt wird (205, 854), wahrend die wahrgenom- 
mene Turgeschwindigkeit kontinuierlich groBer als 
die gewunschte Geschwindigkeit seit einer letzten 
Verringerung des gesteuerten Tastverhaltnisses ist; 
daB das gesteuerte Tastverhaltnis erhoht wird (205, 
836), urn den Drehmomentausgang des elektri- 
schen Antriebsmittels zu erhohen und sornit die 
Turgeschwindigkeitzu erhohen, wenn die bestimm- 
te Distanz der wahrgenommenen Turbewegung, 
wahrend die wahrgenommene TOrgeschwindigkeit 
kontinuierlich geringer als die gewunschte Ge- 
schwindigkeit seit einer letzten Erhdhung des ge- 
steuerten Tastverhaltnisses ist, eine erste vorbe- 
stimmte Distanz uberschreitet; und daB das gesteu- 
erte Tastverhaltnis verringert wird (205, 882), urn 
den Drehmomentausgang des elektrischen An- 
triebsmittels zu verringern und somit die Turge- 
schwindigkeit zu verringern, wenn die bestimmte 
Distanz der wahrgenommenen Turbewegung, wah- 
rend die wahrgenommene Turgeschwindigkeit kon- 
tinuierlich groBer als die gewunschte Geschwindig- 
keit seit einer letzten Verringerung des gesteuerten 
Tastverhaltnisses ist, eine zweite vorbestimmte Di- 
stanz uberschreitet, wodurch die Turgeschwindig- 
keit zur gewunschten Geschwindigkeit gesteuert 
wird. 

2. Ein Fahrzeugtursteuerungsverfahren wie in An- 
spruch 1 beansprucht, 

worin die erste vorbestimmte Distanz groBer als die 
zweite vorbestimmte Distanz ist, wodurch die Be- 
dingungen zum Erhohen der Turgeschwindigkeit 
restriktiver sind als die Bedingungen zum Verrin- 
gern der Turgeschwindigkeit 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



19 



37 



EP 0 626 498 B1 



Revendlcations 

1. ProcSdS de commande d'une portiere de vShicule 
pour un dispositif de commande de vShicule com- 
portant un moyen (108, 70) de commande Slectri- s 
que et une source d'alimentation (205, 262, 250) 
pour appliquer une tension de commande modules 

en largeur d'impulsion, a un rapport cyclique com- 
mands, au moyen de commande electrique pour 
exciter le moyen de commande electrique afin de 10 
commander la portiere (12) du vShicule dans une 
position fermSe, le moyen de commande electrique 
ayany un couple de sortie variant en relation directe 
avec le rapport cyclique commande, le procSdS 
comprenant les Stapes de detection (1 24, 205, 390) is 
de dSplacement de la portiere; de detection (124, 
205, 372, 394) de la Vitesse de la portie-re; de de- 
termination (205, 826) d'une distance de deplace- 
ment dStectSe de la portiere alors que ia Vitesse dS- 
tectSe est continuellement inferieure a une vitesse 20 
souhaitSe depuis le dernier accroissement du rap- 
port cyclique commande; de determination (205, 
854) d'une distance de deplacement detects de la 
portiere alors que la vitesse dStectSe de ia portie-re 
est continuellement superieure a la Vitesse souhai- 2S 
tSe depuis la derniSre diminution du rapport cycli- 
que command^; d'accroissement (205, 836) du rap- 
port cyclique commands pour accroTtre le couple de 
sortie du moyen de commande electrique, pour ac- 
croitre la vitesse de la portiSre lorsque la distance 30 
determinSe du deplacement detecte de la portiere, 
alors que la vitesse dStectSe de la portiere est con- 
tinuellement infSrieure a la vitesse souhaitSe de- 
puis que le dernier accroissement du rapport cycli- 
que commands, excede une premiere distance prS- 35 
dSterminSe; et de diminution (205, 882) du rapport 
cyclique commande pour reduire le couple de sortie 
du moyen de commande Slectrique afin de reduire 
ia vitesse de la portiere iorsque la distance dSter- 
minee du deplacement dStectS de la portiere, alors *o 
que la vitesse dStectee de la portiere est continuel- 
lement supSrieure a ia vitesse souhaitee depuis la 
derniere diminution du rapport cyclique commande 
excSde une seconde distance prSdSterminSe, a la 
suite de quoi la vitesse de la portiSre est comman- *s 
dee a la vitesse souhaitSe. 

2. ProcSdS de commande de portiere de vShicule se- 
lon la revendication 1, dans lequel la premiere dis- 
tance prSdSterminSe est supSrieure a la seconde so 
distance prSdSterminSe, a la suite de quoi les con- 
ditions d'accroissement de la vitesse de la portiere 
sont plus restrictives que les conditions de diminu- 
tion la vitesse de la portiSre. 
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